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remarkable known examples of American art. In
mosaic especially, the Aztecs surpassed all races of
the New World, and in some ways of the entire
world. Much of this was in turquoise. A wooden
shield covered with turquoise mosaic which is in the
Museum of the American Indian, Heye Founda-
tion, in New York, is an astounding example of this
art. This shield, which is one of the few perfect
specimens extant, contains nearly fifteen thousand
pieces of turquoise laid on to form an elaborate orna-
mental design with human figures in the center. In-
numerable objects were thus decorated with mosaic
work in turquoise, metal, mother-of-pearl, precious
and semiprecious stones, etc. It was used on wood,
shell, bone, metal and hide. Magnificent daggers
and knives of obsidian, mounted on beautifully
carved hilts of bone, had the entire surfaces of the
hilts covered with mosaic. Vessels and utensils of
all sizes were decorated in a similar manner. Stone
statues and idols were inlaid with mosaic, and even
human skulls were covered with mosaic.
In their carvings on shells, bones, wood and stone
the Aztecs exhibited a skill and refinement that has
never been excelled, and no material was too refrac-
tory for the Aztec artizans to carve and engrave. In
the American Museum of Natural History in New
York and in the British Museum are masses of
clear quartz crystal carved into the forms of human
skulls, human and animal heads and other shapes, as
perfectly modeled and cut, and as highly polished,
even in the smallest and deepest recesses, as though
done by the most skilled modern lapidist. Jade,
agate, topaz, sapphire, quartz, amethyst and prac-